X0

Did you KNOW.... s
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The Marsh Foundation provides foster care and adoptive services!

Interested in becoming a foster parent? Worried? Intimidated? Let The Marsh Foundation help make the process as easy as
possible for you. Foster Parents are needed to care for youth from age infant to 18. Foster parents can be couples or individuals.
Foster Parents receive a minimum of 36 hours of training before children will ever enter their home. They will continue to receive
training throughout the time they are licensed. Below are a list of some common questions and concerns that previous inquiring

foster parents have shared.

What is a Home study?

e The home study is a process which involves information sharing and gathering for the purpose of

determining one’s suitability to be licensed and/or approved as a foster or foster-to-adopt family.

e ltis a detailed process which involves all household members. During the home study, all family
members will be interviewed by the Licensing Specialist at least once. The prospective foster parents will
receive 36 hours of training, and the home will be subjected to a safety audit and fire inspection to

ensure it is safe for youth to reside in.
o Overall the process takes between 3 and 6 months

What makes me Eligible?

e You must be at least 21 years old to become a foster parent.

¢ You do not have to be married. You can be single, married, or in a relationship.

¢ You do not have to earn a certain income, but your income must meet your basic needs.

e You do not need to own your home. You can rent. You must have your landlord’s approval to care for
foster youth on their property.

e You can work outside the home or be a stay at home parent. The youth are able to attend day care and

additional reimbursement can be negotiated to cover the cost.

What about my house?
e Your house will need to pass a safety inspection
¢ Foster children do not have to have their own room, but must have their own separate bed

¢ They can also share a room with your biological children
e You may put any limitations you wish for the youth coming in to your home. You always have the

opportunity to say no to a youth if it's not a good fit.
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What if | need help?

 Educational support is offered through our 36 hours of training that you take prior to your license as well
as ongoing training that is offered on a regular basis after you are licensed

¢ Emotional support is offered through our 24 hours a day emergency on call system. You will be able to
reach a support person at all hours of the day for any type of guidance.

¢ Financial support is available in the form of bi-monthly reimbursement. You will receive reimbursement
for the care of the child and the level of which you receive will be based on the needs of the child in the
home. All children’s medical needs are covered as well as dental and optical. Foster parents also receive
financial reimbursement for all trainings completed through the foster care process once their final
license is approved.

Interested? Have more questions?

Call or email today to get more information and to schedule a no obligation in home orientation
(419) 238-KIDS, (419) 203-1411 mgearhart@marshfoundation.org
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Initial Request
2"d Request
39 Request

102 W. Main Street
Van Wert Ohio, 45891
p. (419) 238-1695

f. (419) 771-1007

Date

Dear:

The following forms are required in order for you to be a licensed foster parent by the Ohio Department of Job and Family Services.
Unless otherwise noted, all information must be in your file before your final homestudy assessment visit can be completed.

JFS 1673-A Child Characteristic Checklist *

JFS 01681 Applicant Financial Statement *

Proof of Income for the Most Recent tax Year (W-2)

Proof of Income within a 2 month period (2 months of consecutive pay stubs)
Utility Bills (gas, water, electric, etc...)

JFS 01673 Medical Statements (Applicants and all household members) *

Pet Records

Auto Insurance

Direct Deposit Information (voided check, authorization form, last four of SS) *
Driver’s License

Social Security Card

Marriage Certificate / Divorce Decree/ Death Record

JFS 1200 Fire Inspection*

FBI/BCI Checks*

Well Water Check (If Applicable)

Additional Documents:

* Forms are attached™

Thank you for your prompt response.
Sincerely,

Melissa Snyder, LSW
Foster Care Director
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